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”Mound Creek Morning”
Heather Johnson
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1. Morning coffee on Main Street 2. Walk the LOOP 3. Bike the trail 4. Take in the History Center 5. Raise your
glass 6. See the prairie through the eyes of Jim Brandenburg 7. Hike the prairie 8. Enjoy a meal 9. Salute our
nation’s heroes - Herreid Military Museum 10. Enjoy a movie under the stars 11. Enjoy a cliff line sunset
12. Camp in a tee pee
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Holly J. Sammons
Economic Development Director
507.449.5033
hsammons@cityofluverne.org

CityOfLuverne.org

LuverneChamber.com
507.283.4061 • 888.283.4061
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It is our pleasure to welcome you to Luverne, the Gateway
to Minnesota.
A city of nearly 5,000 progressive citizens, the area boasts
superior schools, a robust economy, clean water, fresh air, safe
neighborhoods, excellent medical care, convenient transportation services and a contagious community spirit.
Luverne offers many benefits that make it an attractive

place to live — parks, culture, arts, entertainment, sports and
recreation. We are a community of families deeply rooted in
values and an undying commitment to building a city we can
all be proud of.
We are excited about Luverne — both its past and its future,
and we welcome you to discover the excitement and enjoy it
for yourself.

ON THE COVER

BLUE Mounds State Park, Mound Creek
Significant flooding in June 2014
overtopped the historic Upper and
Lower dams at Blue Mounds State Park
and eventually washed out the western
spillway of the Lower Dam. In the years
since then, the Minnesota DNR and state
hydrologists implemented a plan to restore the drainage area to pre-dam conditions – prior to the 1930s. The goal was
to create a naturally meandering, stable
stream channel to improve habitat for
native species and improve protection
for drinking water in the 16-acre watershed to the Rock River.
Roughly 4,200 feet of channel was
excavated in the historic lake sediment.
Seven oxbows were created for Topeka
shiners and other species, rapids were
built to connect steeper grades, and an
80-foot bridge was built to span rapids
and allow access to trails.
The bridge has been a weekly destination for Heather Johnson of Luverne.
Heather bikes 9 miles round-trip from
her home with the bridge as her turnaround point. The natural beauty of the
area is often captured in photos during these weekly rides. Occasionally
an early morning ride is rewarded by
a sunrise like the one featured on the
cover and evening rides with a sunset.
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CITY PARKS
This beautiful wooded park serves as a scenic welcome to travelers entering Luverne from the east. Nestled along the Rock River, it offers several well-maintained
playgrounds, a shelterhouse, ball diamonds, volleyball courts, horseshoe pits and much
more. To get there, travel east on Main Street over the river and enter the park on the
south side of the road.
The city of Luverne also offers fully equipped pocket parks throughout the city,
giving residential neighborhoods quick access to outdoor recreation near their homes.
There are 11 pocket parks scattered strategically in neighborhoods all over Luverne.
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WE’RE ALL
DIFFERENT BUT
AS A TEAM ...

WE FIT
C
TOGETHER!
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HOSPERS, IA | LUVERNE, MN
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1174 Co. Hwy. 4, Luverne, MN
R
NOW HIRING!
(507) 449-7660
108
1st
Ave. S, Hospers, IA
• 2nd Shift Maintenance Supervisor
(712) 752-8666
I
• 3rd Shift Maintenance Supervisor
AVAILABLE
• 3rd Shift Maintenance Technician
N TRANSPORTATION
(1ST SHIFTS ONLY!):
Sioux Falls to Luverne
• 2nd Shift Ham Line
Worthington to Hospers
G
• Purchasing Specialist
PremiumIowaPork.com
Stop in for an application
at 1174 Co Hwy 4,
Luverne MN, apply online
Premium Iowa Pork or
text PORKEMP to 72727.
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Blue Mounds
STATE PARK
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Blue Mounds State Park is one of the
largest prairie parks in Minnesota. The
park office and main campground entrance is four miles north of Luverne on
Highway 75. The phone number is 507283-6050 for reservations and information.
The park’s approximately 1,500 acres
of prairie and grassland preserves a wide
array of rare and common plants and
wildlife.
The park is home to over 100 bison
that graze peacefully on the prairie. The
herd is among the most genetically pure
in the country, and the park’s new Bison
Touring Vehicle allows visitors to get an
upclose look at the rare creatures in their
natural habitat. The guided tours also offer fascinating information about prairie
habitat and grassland native species.
Most of the park’s prairie sits atop a
massive outcrop of rock known as Sioux

quartzite. The rock outcrop slopes gently up from the surrounding countryside
but terminates abruptly in a spectacular
cliff line. The cliff, one and one-half miles
long and at some points 90 feet in height,
provides a panoramic view of the countryside and is also used by a number of rock
climbers from throughout the Midwest.
Miles of hiking and cross country skiing trails take you along the cliffs, around
the park’s upper lake, into the oak woods,
and through the prairie.
Blue Mounds offers you the opportunity to see, hear and feel Minnesota’s
prairie environment firsthand. Here you
can experience tall grasses and colorful
wildflowers swaying in the wind or witness
the power and color of a summer prairie
thunderstorm rolling in from the west.
The mystery of the Blue Mounds is
not restricted to the cliffs. At the Blue
Mounds’ southern end is a 1,250-foot-

long line of rocks aligned in an east-west
direction. Who built it and why is unknown. It is known that on the first day of
spring and fall the sunrise and sunset are
lined up on this stone alignment. Visitors
can hike to the alignment to ponder the
well-marked sunrises of spring and fall.
Blue Mounds State Park features 73
semi-modern campsites, 40 with electrical hookups. There is also a primitive
camping area that includes tipi campsites.
The tipis offer campers a bit of history,
a bit of tradition and a bit of adventure.
Each tipi is 18 feet in diameter and has a
cedar deck inside.
There are 13 miles of hiking trails
and opportunities for all levels climbing
challenges. Throughout the year the park
naturalist provides a variety of programs
both at the park amphitheater area and
various locations in the park.
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Luverne

AQUATICS & FITNESS

Artist’s Rendering of Splash Pad

RENOVATIONS
& NEW CONSTRUCTION
COMING IN 2022!

The Luverne Aquatics & Fitness Center provides the community
and surrounding area with a newly renovated/expanded state-ofthe-art facility.
The aquatics area has three indoor pools to enjoy.
The main pool is 200,000 gallons with a starting depth of 3 1/2
feet to 11 feet deep. A diving board, climbing wall and other special
pool equipment makes it fun for the entire family.
A separate wading pool is kept at a warm 90 degrees to ensure
that those smaller swimmers can enjoy splashing and playing.
The hot tub is a perfect place to relax and soothe away any
aches or pains. With a temp of 102 and robust jets, it doesn’t take
long to soak your troubles away.
During the summer months you can experience warm, sunny
days with a top-of-the-line Sprayground with various water features appropriate for the very littlest toddlers to the high-energy
troupers. Shade or sun – you pick the place to sit back and enjoy
the action.
The 24/7 fitness center is completely renovated, updated and
designed to be welcoming and comfortable with an over-abundance
of superior commercial-grade fitness equipment.
The weight area contains free weights, weight machines and
more. It appeals to everyone, from the very beginner to the most
skilled and proficient lifter.
When entering the cardio area, you will be amazed that everything you need to get a complete cardio workout is available. Neither quality nor quantity was spared to build an area constructed
to appeal to your entire body.
Individual training, stretching, group fitness, play area, or perhaps you desire to choose a class from the fitness-on-demand portal. The multi-purpose room suits all those needs plus many more
with a large spacious area to conduct a multitude of activities.
A variety of trainers are on staff to assist you, whether it is on
land or in the water.
Annual, monthly, or daily prices are available.
Please call 507-449-5036 for any membership or schedule questions.
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Jim Juhl photos

Blue Mounds The Loop
TRAIL

The Blue Mounds Trail, a multi-purpose bike and pedestrian trail,
was completed in 2003. The seven-mile path officially starts at the
corner of Blue Mound Avenue and Main Street and connects Luverne with the Blue Mounds State Park. It features open scenery,
tree-lined shade and a beautiful view of the Blue Mounds cliff line. It
allows access to bicyclers to enjoy all the park has to offer.

Phases 1, 2 and 3A of the Luverne Loop have been completed
on an additional section of trail around the western outskirts of the
city. The six-mile paved trail connects the city to the seven-mile Blue
Mounds Trail that goes over and around the park, with an option to
branch off to the top of the 90-foot cliff line for a panoramic view of
Luverne. By connecting to the Blue Mounds Trail, the Luverne Loop
provides residents and visitors of all ages with a safe, natural place
for healthy recreation and transportation that connects them to areas of interest throughout Luverne and Rock County.

Roll On
LUVERNE

Roll On Luverne is a bike loan program supported by Minnesota SHIP,
Luverne Convention & Visitors Bureau and 12 local sponsors.
The program offers 14 universal bikes (eight adult, four youth and two
adult trikes) available FREE ON LOAN for public use any time of the day
or night.
In partnership with GrandStay Hotel & Suites, the bikes are available
any time of the day or night by contacting the front desk of the hotel.
Borrowers simply have to sign a waiver and leave a credit card or driver’s
license as collateral until the bike is returned.
Enjoy a ride on the scenic Blue Mounds Trail or Luverne LOOP as you
“Roll On Luverne.”
Sponsors include: Den Herder Construction, Security Savings Bank, First
Farmers & Merchants Bank, Ken’s Bike Shop, Luverne CVB, Luverne Physical
Education Teachers, Luverne Rotary Club, Mike Davis Tree Trimming, Papik
Motors, REMAX Land & Home, Sanford Luverne and Those Blasted Things.
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Gene and
Barb Ashby had
a vision to build an off
road bike trail to honor
and remember their son Chris,
who died in a car accident at age
16. The Ashbys funded the trail with the
Luverne Area Community Foundation and it is
open for biking enthusiasts, walkers and runners. It
runs from the bridge at the Luverne City Park near the
Rock River east along Riverside Campground, through many
wooded curves and along the railroad berm looking back to a beautiful view of the east side of the Blue Mounds State Park cliff line
and the city of Luverne to County Road 4 (1.95 miles).
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The Continental Western Group® of companies has been insuring businesses since 1886.

Your leader in commercial insurance, safety and experience.
We provide insurance solutions and risk services for the broad array of exposures business owners face every day.
Products and services are provided by one or more insurance company subsidiaries of W. R. Berkley Corporation. Not all products and services are available in every jurisdiction and the
precise coverage afforded by any insurer is subject to the actual terms and conditions of the policies as issued.
Copyright © 2017 Continental Western Group®. All rights reserved. | 1205CWG-AD-10-17
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Blue Mound
ICE ARENA

Luverne High School made an appearance in the
girls’ state hockey championships in 2021.

Luverne

HOCKEY
ASSOCIATION

The Blue Mound Ice Arena is used year-round by local hockey and figure
skating clubs and teams from around the area, in addition to the public.
The building is a source of pride in the community and is ranked
as one of the finest ice facilities in the area. The Luverne Hockey Association has taken responsibility for the upkeep and maintenance of the
building and has continually improved the arena with bleachers, heating,
locker rooms, concessions and a variety of other improvements.
A two-story 112-by-32-foot addition in 2013 expanded space in
the entry and concession areas and added two handicap-accessible restrooms. Also, a new hockey dryland training room allows for off-ice
workouts for stick handling, plyometrics and cardiovascular work.
The building can be rented for other uses throughout the year and is
often used for special events in the community. During the winter season
we encourage visitors to call the arena for open skating times.
The Blue Mound Ice Arena can be reached at 449-9138 or visit
luvernehockey.org.
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County
RockRock
County
Public Hunting Areas

PUBLIC HUNTING AREAS
Jasper

22
11 00

11 99

Rose Dell Twp.

Denver Twp.

Battle Plain Twp.

22 11

1111
Smiley Barn WMA

55 11

Area: 80 ac

77

77

Description: This WMA contains grassland woody cover.

Hardwick

1111

77

66 55

Little Beaver Creek WMA

23

Touch the Sky Prairie NWR

Kenneth

Area: 55 ac

Area: 800 ac

99

Description: This WMA contains grassland
woody cover and a food plot.

Steel shot ONLY.

99

Springwater Twp.

Mound Twp.

22 00

Vienna Twp.
Rock River WMA
Area: 421 ac

88

88

88

Description: This WMA is flood plain forest
with some grasslands and food plots.

11 88

Springwater WMA

75
£
¤

1111

66

33

33 55

55

Area: 152 ac

44

Description: This unit hasfens that feed into a small creek,
and a smallshallow wetland.The cropland on this WMA
will be developed into restored native prairie.

Beaver Creek Twp.

44

Luverne Twp.

Magnolia

Magnolia Twp.
Stephen WMA / AMA

11 77

Beaver Creek

44

11 66

Description: This unit contains floodplain forest
along the Rock River. Some wildlife winter cover
plantings. No discharge of firearms
within the city limits. Archery is permitted in the WMA.

Area: 86 ac
Description: This WMA is a flood plain forest
along the Rock River. With winter cover
and food plots

11 77

Area: 60 ac

P.F. Mulder WMA

75
£
¤

Rooster Ridge WMA
Area: 93 ac

Russ Blanford WMA

11 55

Area: 154 ac
Description: This unit contains floodplain forest
along the Rock River. Some wildlife
winter cover plantings and food plots.

Martin Twp.

Clinton Twp.

11

11

Kanaranzi Twp.
Big John WMA

11 33

Hills

Area: 67 ac

270

Steen
66

16

Description: This unit contains floodplain forest
along the Rock River. Some wildlife winter cover
plantings.
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Rock County

SPORTSMAN’S CLUB

Welcome
Pheasant Hunters
ROCK COUNTY

The Rock County Sportman’s Club dates back to the turn of
the century, but its current location — 40 acres near the Rock
River just west of the golf course — dates to the 1930s. The
clubhouse itself is fashioned from a former World War II barracks that was moved here from Sioux Falls. Today, the Rock
County Sportsman’s Club has roughly 70 members, and on
any given Tuesday night league shoot, about 60 show up. Call
Steve Nath, 507-283-9619, with questions about target fees,
ammunition prices and yearly memberships.

Hunting

OPPORTUNITIES
Enjoy a safe hunt on nearly

1600 Public Acres

For membership info Darin Kindt - 507-920-7544

Rock County is home to nearly 1,600 acres of Wildlife
Management Areas, providing ample opportunities for hunting enthusiasts to experience the local outdoors.
The Rock County chapter of Pheasants Forever maintains
an active presence in the community, serving to connect
sportsmen with each other and with resources to improve
their hunting experiences.
Darin Kindt can be reached at 507-920-7544 for information about Rock County Pheasants Forever and about
where to find the best area public hunting grounds.
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enjoy our trails but
please keep them safe
ROCK COUNTY SNO-MASTERS
Some of our trails cross private land which the landowners
have been kind enough to grant us easement for. Please
help us protect and appreciate their generosity by remaining
on the marked snowmobile trail. We thank you and so does
the wildlife.

We are always looking for

* NEW MEMBERS *

Greg VandeVelde
507-920-5189
Terry Connell
507-920-5181

BUFFALO RIDGE TRAIL MAPS

available at gas stations, bars and the Chamber
18

Rock County
SNOWMOBILING
The Rock County SnoMasters
Snowmobiling
Club maintains 90 miles of
groomed trails throughout
rural Rock County during
the winter riding season.
The well-maintained trail
system allows for remarkable scenery amid the
heart of the community’s
nature areas. The prettier parts of the trail wind
through the Blue Mounds

State Park. Riders say
it’s not uncommon to encounter dozens of deer on
some off-road trails near
the river. For information on the trail system
or about the SnoMaster’s
Club, contact Greg Vande
Velde at 507-920-5189.
Maps are available at
gas stations, the Luverne
Chamber Office and at a
local bars.
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Touch the Sky
PRAIRIE

“Late Morning Sky” by Kelly Doyle

Third-graders
in Luverne Elementary School —
through the Prairie
Ecology Bus, Lakefield
— tour Touch the Sky Prairie annually to study prairie
ecology and trek through the tall
grass looking for evidence of plant
and animal life forms.
20
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Prairie Waterfall

Jim Brandenburg and the Brandenburg Foundation dedicated Touch the Sky Prairie in 2001
for the purposes of preserving and restoring the
prairie and educating the public about its beauty
and resources.
Brandenburg is well known for his photography of wolves and National Geographic stories,
as well as of Minnesota’s North Woods, where he
makes his home. This award-winning photographer is a former farm boy who grew up near Luverne and graduated from Luverne High School
in 1963.
In May 1999, Brandenburg, in cooperation
with the Luverne Chamber of Commerce, opened
the Brandenburg Gallery in Luverne. Over 100
of his popular and famous photographs line the
walls. Brandenburg once stated that he thinks
the prairie, in its own way, is as beautiful as the
North Woods. He obviously still feels an attachment to it, for the Brandenburg Gallery houses
more than breathtaking photographs. It is also
the headquarters of the Brandenburg Prairie
Foundation.
Jim and Judy Brandenburg established the
Foundation to preserve and expand prairie in
southwest Minnesota.
The Foundation and the U.S. Fish and Wildlife
Service have purchased more than 1,000 acres
of untilled prairie northwest of Luverne, adjacent
to the farm where Brandenburg grew up.

Trail
Heavily grazed for
over a century, this area
is now being restored to a
healthy native North American Tallgrass Prairie.
This prairie is located northwest
of the city of Luverne in Rock County,
Minnesota.
Named “Touch the Sky Prairie,” it is
open for the public to enjoy, with parking lots,
mowed pathways and informational kiosks.
What makes an artist an artist is the
ability to see what our oft-times jaded
vision ignores. Viewing the photos in
the Brandenburg Gallery is like taking a walk on the prairie, seeing
wildlife and unexpected beauty through the eyes of an
artist. Seeing what our
eyes often overlook.
Inviting us to open
our eyes to the world
around us.
Brandenburg’s images of
Touch the Sky Prairie can be
viewed at the Brandenburg Gallery housed in the Galleries at the
Rock County Courthouse Square. Visit
jimbrandenburg.com/bpf.
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Bluff Trail

P

171st St

100th Ave

Beaver Creek water feature photo at
Touch the Sky Prairie by Bob Dunlap.

TOUCH THE
SKY PRAIRIE
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“Serenity” by Jason Schutz
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Schoneman Park is a county park located south of Luverne on Highway 75.The park is maintained
by the county and provides fishing, picnic areas and nature walks around the larger ponds that have been
developed for nature observance.
Throughout the spring, summer and fall, the park has become home to a flock of Canada geese which
provide entertainment to people of all ages.They wait for the arrival of the geese and watch the young
develop into mature geese that leave with others as they migrate south in the fall.
The park is a popular fishing spot with a floating dock that has been developed to allow youngsters,
adults and even those with disabilities the opportunity to fish. Ice fishing is also popular.
At the south end of the park an observation tower allows visitors to view the entire park from the top.
There are also picnic tables, covered shelters and restroom facilities available at the park.

Schoneman
PARK

815 West Edgehill St.

The Lake is a place for people to go to and enjoy fishing, playing volleyball, horseshoes, having bonfires and playing at the
beach. Once a gravel pit at the west end of Edgehill Street, the
spring-fed body of water has become a local favorite for summer
and winter recreation. The beach has been groomed as a public
22

swimming area, a dock and fishing pier has been established
and work is underway to improve parking lots and more public
amenities. The DNR has also stocked the water with fish, and
local anglers have reported sizeable catches in both summer and
ice fishing outings.
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The Area’s EXCLUSIVE retailer of

the Nation’s TOP glass artists!

Bring this ad in and receive

20% off

entire purchase

Huge Delta 8 & Disposable
Product Selection,
CBD, Kratom, Vaporizers, Pipes,
Water Pipes, Gifts & More!

Luverne’s ONLY
Smoke Shop
218 E. Main St. Luverne MN • 507-449-9570
www.Herb-N-Legend.com
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OPEN 7 DAYS A WEEK • NOON - 8 PM
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Mike & Dawn Van Den Top
113 W. Main Street
Luverne, MN 56156
Office: 507-283-9206
Fax: 507-283-9206
Cell: 712-899-4800

OPEN

Tues - Fri:
9 a.m. - 5 p.m.
Sat:
9 a.m. - noon

manitoucarpets@gmail.com

Contact us for your flooring and
installation needs!

WE CARRY:

• Large selection of carpet • Wood • Laminate
viny tile
• Vinyl • Dura Ceramic • Luxuryy vinyl
........
• And more........
• Over 50,000 square feet of in-stock flooring
available for immediate delivery
• 25 years installation experience
• Factory direct carpet
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IF YOU HAVEN’T SHOPPED US FOR FLOOR COVERINGS OR
FURNITURE YOU’RE PROBABLY PAYING TOO MUCH...

“Artfully crafted, wonderfully waterproof.”
Shaw’s Floorte coordinates with today’s décor and stands up
to all of life’s messes.

Your
local
printer
since
1999!
• ADDRESS LABELS
• BANNERS
• BOOK BINDING
• BUSINESS CARDS
• BUSINESS FORMS
• BOOKLETS
• BROCHURES
• CALENDARS
• CARDS
• CARBONLESS FORMS
• CHECKS
• CHRISTMAS CARDS
• COPY CENTER

• DECALS
• ENVELOPES
• FLYERS
• GRADUATION ITEMS
• GRAPHIC DESIGN
• INK STAMPS
• INVOICES
• LABELS
• LAMINATING
• LARGE FORMAT SIGNS
• LETTERHEAD
• NAME PLATES
• NEWSLETTERS

qualityprinting-luverne.com

224 S. Splitrock Blvd. Brandon, SD • 605-582-2744
JUST A SHORT 20
MINUTE DRIVE
WEST OF LUVERNE

www.familyfloorsfurniture.com

Monday 9 am-8 pm
Tuesday- Friday 9 am - 5:30 pm
Saturday 9 am-4 pm

Your
Y
our FFull
ull Service Body Shop

Free estimates & we’ll handle the insurance paperwork

Auto Glass Repaired or Replaced?
Free pickup & delivery from home, farm or work site.

Kevin Aaker

kevin@luvernebodyshop.com

Andrew Hemme

andrew@luvernebodyshop.com
28

920 Commerce Rd
Luverne, MN

507-283-8711

info@qualityprinting-luverne.com
401 W. Hatting St., Luverne, MN
507-283-1716 | 888-933-4457

• NOTEPADS
• POSTCARDS
• PROMOTIONAL ITEMS
• RAFFLE TICKETS
• STATEMENTS
• STATIONERY
• THANK YOU CARDS
• TUMBLERS
• VINYL LETTERING
• VEHICLE GRAPHICS
• WEDDING INVITES
• YARD SIGNS
• AND MORE!

TS
AR

The War
Documentary film producer
Ken Burns stops traffic on
Luverne’s Main Street to view
downtown. He said, “This is
my country.”

On Sept. 6, 2007, Luverne’s historic Palace Theatre hosted the
world premiere of the Ken Burns documentary film, THE WAR. The
film, which critics and Burns himself declared one of his best ever,
features Luverne and three other communities to tell the story of
World War II from the perspective of the soldiers and their loved
ones at home who lived it.
This perspective of WWII — from the bottom up, as Burns
calls it — is what THE WAR documentary set out to accomplish.
Quentin Aanenson’s PBS film is the reason Luverne was discovered
for the film, but Burns said the town and the people he met there
were perfect for telling the story the way he envisioned it.
In a process
that took more
than six years,
Burns and his
producers spent
time in Luverne
collecting
treasures from family scrapbooks and home movies, interviewing
soldiers and recording testimonials from those who survived back
at home without their loved ones.
Along the way, Burns found Al McIntosh, the late editor and
publisher of the Rock County Star Herald in Luverne.
His columns detailed soldiers deploying and returning home,
and the anxieties and exuberance of those experiences at the time.
The columns also captured the horrifying sadness of local families
receiving news that their loved ones would not be coming home.
McIntosh’s words narrate much of the film through the voice
of actor Tom Hanks. Burns calls McIntosh the “one man Greek
chorus” in the film, and those poignant wartime columns are now
compiled in a book, “Selected Chaff.”
As a result of the film and its spectacular world premiere, the
community continues to enjoy national attention and increased
awareness of its rich historical heritage.

Luverne native Quentin Aanensen’s PBS documentary
“Fighter Pilot’s Story” launched Luverne into THE WAR
series. He’s pictured with his wife, Jackie, at the 2007
premiere of the Ken Burns film in Luverne.

Crowds gather outside the Palace Theatre on Luverne’s Main Street for the 2007
world premiere of “The War.” 			
(Lori Ehde photos/Star Herald)
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Internationally known nature photographer
Jim Brandenburg, a native of Luverne, uses
the gallery in his hometown to market his
photography to residents and visitors alike.
The Brandenburg Gallery is managed by
the Luverne Chamber staff and is located in the
Rock County Veterans Memorial Building on the
Rock County Courthouse Square.
Brandenburg became noted for his
photography of wolves and the beauty of the
North Woods. But his first photos and his
current interest are of his native prairie of
southwest Minnesota.
Brandenburg started his career as a
contract photographer with National Geographic
and spent almost 30 years in that capacity. He
has also done contract work for other national
and international publications.
Over the past few years, Brandenburg has
completed a three-year project of capturing
the seasons of the prairie for a Japanese public
television special. He is currently working on a
companion book of native prairie as well as a
book on the timber wolf of northern Minnesota.
Brandenburg’s film, “Images from Home: Jim
Brandenburg’s Minnesota” debuted at the
Bell Museum in St. Paul last year. The film
is a collection spanning more than 50 years
of Brandenburg’s most rare and exceptional
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moments filming Minnesota’s rich natural
history. This new documentary was prepared
exclusively for the museum and finds its home
inside the Glacial Theater nestled within the
Pleistocene Minnesota diorama. From the
tall grass prairies to the north woods to the
shores of Lake Superior and the hills of the
southeast, embark on an immersive experience
that connects you to the cycle of seasons and
the surprising and rarely seen interactions of
Minnesota’s native creatures.
The Luverne gallery opened in 1999 and
a few years later Brandenburg also opened a
gallery in Ely, Minnesota, his current residence.
The Luverne gallery is owned by the Brandenburg
Prairie Foundation with all proceeds from the
gallery going to the Foundation, whose mission
statement is, “to educate, expand and promote
native prairie in southwest Minnesota.”
The “Touch the Sky Prairie” is a project
located northwest of Luverne that is also part
of the Brandenburg Prairie Foundation, and
the gallery is not only a display of his prairie
images, but also an educational component of
the prairie project.
The artist said he’s enthusiastic about the
project because Luverne is his hometown, and
profits from the gallery support local prairie
preservation projects. “The gallery, to me, is

about giving back to the prairie that’s been good
to me,” he said.
“All my ancestors farmed in Rock County;
my great-great-grandparents broke sod here.
Growing up here, I was very interested in the
prairie … It’s a very spiritual thing for me. I
have deep, deep roots in the prairie of the Blue
Mounds State Park.”
The gallery continues to be the cornerstone
of a series of local initiatives to cultivate a
“Spirit of the Prairie” theme, and the images in
the gallery capture and interpret the beauty of
the prairie for visitors.
“The landscape is very elusive, if not
beguiling, and I think people don’t truly
appreciate what they’re seeing when they’re on
the prairie of the Blue Mounds. Photography
can be helpful to visually interpret that
remarkable beauty,” Brandenburg said.
Visitors are encouraged to stop by the
gallery in the Courthouse Square to see more
than 100 images of the prairie and beyond. In
addition to the images, there are posters, videos,
and note cards available. Luverne is very proud
of its native son, and we look forward to sharing
our pride with others.
Call
283-1884
or
visit
www.
jimbrandenburg.com.

Brandenburg Gallery
LUVERNE
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Historic
Palace
THEATRE

The Palace Theatre in downtown Luverne
was built more than 100 years ago in 1915 by
Herman Jochims, primarily for the presentation
of stage plays by traveling theatre troupes and for
the “moving pictures,” then an upcoming form of
entertainment. Focal points of the building are
the originally painted wall panels, stage curtains,
pipe organ, and the artistic wall and ceiling decor.
A ballroom originally occupied the second floor of the building.
The theatre is still in operation today for movies and live
productions, thanks to tireless efforts of volunteers with the
Blue Mound Area Theater Board of Directors. While 2021
has been less busy due to Covid-19, the Palace is now open
and ready for business! Recent shows have included Deuces
Wild! Dueling Pianos, “The Game’s Afoot” by the Green Earth
Players, as well as weekly weekend movies. Upcoming events
include the Green Earth Players’ production of “Mamma Mia”
and Shaun Johnson + The Big Band Experience Nights Before
Christmas Tour. Movies will continue on most weekends when
live events aren’t scheduled. The Palace box office is open
from 12pm-5pm Monday-Friday and can be reached at 507283-4339. Tickets for live shows can be purchased at the box
office or online at www.palacetheatre.us with no added fees.
Thanks to Papik Motors and First Farmers and Merchants
Bank, the Bank Nite FREE family movie night will begin again
in January, 2022. A free, family-friendly movie is shown on the
first Thursday of every month at 6 p.m. The evening features a
cash drawing, just as it was done in the 1930s, when the free
movie night was known as “Bank Nite,” sponsored by the local
banks.
To help support the continued efforts of the Palace
Theatre, donations are always accepted at the Luverne Area
Community Foundation office (P.O. Box 623 Luverne, MN
56156).
All of the Palace Theatre’s events are listed on www.
palacetheatre.us and are regularly posted on Facebook: Palace
Theatre Luverne and Instagram: @palaceluverne.
The Historic Palace Theatre building has contributed
significantly to the history of culture on the prairies of
Southwest Minnesota since 1915. In September 2007 several
improvements were completed extending the theatre’s useful
life while preserving its significant historical character.
The improvements were completed just in time for the
world premiere of Ken Burns’ documentary film, “The War,”
which featured Luverne as one of four communities in the film
to illustrate the effects of war not only on the soldiers but on
the communities they left behind.
See page 29 for more information about “The War”
premiere in Luverne.

(Jim Brandenburg photo)

32

Green Earth
PLAYERS

Community theater at its best is performed two times a year by the Green Earth Players at the Palace Theatre. The performers draw members and
audiences from the tristate area and deliver grand musicals, fun children’s productions, “whodoneit” dramas and shows simply for our guests to sit back and
be entertained.
For a schedule of GEP performances or for general information, call 507-283-9050.
You can call the Palace Theatre box office at 507-283-4339 for ticket information. The box office is located next to the Palace Theatre at 104 E. Main
Street. Office hours are noon to 5:00 pm Monday through Friday. Tickets can also be purchased online at www.palacetheatre.us.

• MOVIES •
• LIVE EVENTS •
• THEATRE •
Box Office is open noon - 5 p.m.

507-283-4339

Online ticketing is available for most live events.
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Lodging continues on page 39

Rock Creek Townhomes

Centennial Apartments

Stone Creek Townhomes

Oak Drive, Luverne
3 & 4 Bedroom Units

120 N Spring Street, Luverne
1 & 2 Bedroom Units

503 W Hatting Street, Luverne
3 & 4 Bedroom Units

Attached garages, washer/dryer
hook-ups.
Income restrictions apply.

Independent living for seniors (50+)
or those with disabilities.
Income restrictions apply.

Project-based Section 8.
Income restrictions apply.

Call: (507) 220-0757

Call: (507) 283-2652

Call: (507) 220-0757

Make your next move.
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EVENTS

See luverneevents.com for a complete list of Luverne community events.

FEBRUARY 19
MARCH 17
APRIL 2
MAY 1
MAY 5 - 7
MAY 30
JUNE - OCTOBER
JUNE 3 - 5
JUNE 25
JULY 4
JULY 14 - 17
JULY 14
JULY 15
JULY 16
JULY 16
JULY 16
JULY 17
JULY 27 -30
JULY 28 - 31
SEPTEMBER 2
SEPTEMBER 15 - 17
SEPTEMBER 24
OCTOBER 31
NOVEMBER 11
NOVEMBER 27
DECEMBER 2 - 4

Get Hooked Ice Fishing Derby at The Lake
St. Patrick’s Day Parade on Main Street
Love the Ladies Expo
Love the LOOP - Walk, Ride, Run the Loop
City-Wide Spring Rummage Sales
Memorial Day, Maplewood Cemetery
Luverne Farmers Market at Redbird Field (THURSDAYS 4 TO 7 PM)
Luverne’s Buffalo Days Celebration
I Rocked the River, Canoe & Kayak Ride
4th at The Lake & Fireworks Spectacular
Cardinal Pride Weekend
Luverne’s 60th Annual Hot Dog Nite
Take 16 Block Party
Cardinal Pride Parade
Party at the Park
Fireworks 10 pm, City Park
Rock County 150th and Hall of Fame Induction
Rock County Fair
American Legion State Baseball Tournament
7th Annual Tractor Ride
City-Wide Fall Rummage Sales
71st Annual Tri-State Band Festival
Halloween Trunk and Treat
Veterans Day Program
Love the Light - Light the Night, Luverne City Park
Winterfest Weekend
Check the Luverne Chamber website for additional information:
luvernechamber.com
Luverne Area Chamber 213 E. Luverne St.
Phone 888 283-4061 • luvernechamber@co.rock.mn.us
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Cardinal Tennis Courts

J

U Touch the Sky Prairie
171st St.

T The Lake

D Roll On Luverne (Borrow-a-Bike)
908 S. Kniss Ave. (at GrandStay Hotel)
Q Rotary Park / Dog Park
P
S Schoneman Park
940 US Highway 75

O Riverside Park and Field

M Prairie View Sports Complex
Baseball, Soccer, Disc Golf
N Redbird Field

L Luverne City Park

K Joe Roberts Field

Cardinal Football Field

I

507-283-6050, 1410 161st. St.

A Blue Mounds State Park

PARKS & RECREATION

M

P

I

J

E

12

1 Blue Mound Ice Arena
507-449-9138, 601 W. Hatting St.
2 Blue Mound Liquor
507-449-5052, 319 W. Main St.
3 Electric Vehicle Charging Station
Level 2 Charging
4 Farmers Market
209 S. Redbird Rd.
5 Good Samaritan Society
507-283-2375, 110 S. Walnut Ave.

A Blue Mounds State Park
507-283-6050, 1410 161st. St.
B Cozy Rest Motel
507-283-4461, 116 S. Kniss Ave.
C Econolodge
507-283-7189, 801 S. Kniss Ave.
D GrandStay Hotel & Suites
507-449-4949, 908 S Kniss Ave.
E Hillcrest Motel
507-283-2363, 210 W. Virginia St.
F Luverne Campground
507-920-6998, 800 W. Edgehill Rd.
G River Road Campground
507-935-5384, 1405 111th St.
H Super 8 Motel
507-283-9541, 1202 1/2 S. Kniss Ave.
U

POINTS of INTEREST

LODGING & CAMPING

Prairie View
Sports Complex
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A

6 Hinkly House
507-283-4061, 217 N. Freeman Ave.
7 History Center
507-283-2122, 312 E. Main St.
8 Luverne Aquatics & Fitness
Indoor pool, Outdoor splash pad, Fitness
507-449-5036, 802 N. Blue Mound Ave.
9 Luverne City Hall
507-449-2388, 305 E. Luverne St.

K

Joe Roberts
Field

507-449-5040, 201 W. Main St.
18 Rock County Fairgrounds
S. Freeman Ave.
19 Rock County Sportsmens Club
1477 111th St.

Brandenburg Gallery
Herreid Military Museum
Rock County Veterans Memorial
17 Rock County Community Library

507-283-4061, 213 E. Luverne St.

Veterans Memorial Building

507-283-5041, 941 US Highway 75
16 Rock County Courthouse Square
507-283-5065, 204 E. Brown St.

Luverne Airport
Skydive Adventures

10 Luverne Country Club
507-283-4383, 1520 111th St.
11 Luverne Public Schools
507-283-4491, 709 N. Kniss Ave.
12 Minnesota Veterans Home
507-283-1100, 1300 N. Kniss Ave.
13 Minnesota West
507-449-2772, 311 N. Spring St.
14 Palace Theatre
507-283-4339, 104 E. Main St.
15 Quentin Aanenson Field

507-283-4061 | 888-283-4061
E Luverne Area Chamber | www.LuverneChamber.com

213 E. Luverne St., Luverne MN 56156
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5

R Public Restroom

P Parking

40 Luverne Area Chamber
Local and MN Information
507-283-4061, 213 E. Luverne St.
41 Vistor Information Center
507-283-4027, 924 S. Kniss Ave.
(Located at Those Blasted Things)

VISTOR INFORMATION

Hwy 75 Bike Lanes

Ashby Trail

Blue Mounds Trail

Luverne Loop
temporary path
construction 2022

3 Luverne Trailhead

TRAILS

Pocket Parks

T

1

F

11

15
H

2

41

D

B

C

Q

17

S

6

14

18

R

R

16

40
9

7

13

R

N

L

30 Luverne Public Works
507-449-5043, 202 N. Blue Mound Ave.
31 Rock County Law Enforcement Center
507-283-5000, 1000 N. Blue Mound Ave
32 Rock County Highway Department
507-283-5013, 1120 N. Blue Mound Ave.
33 Sanford Luverne Medical Center
507-283-2321, 1600 N. Kniss Ave.
33 Sanford Luverne Clinic
507-283-4476, 1601 Sioux Valley Dr.

19 10 G

Riverside Park
City Park

O

SERVICES

Red Bird
Field

4

3

30

Luverne, Rock County, Minnesota, 56156

See more info on page 20

P

P

Prairie Waterfall
Trail

P

U
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il

TOUCH THE
SKY PRAIRIE

Bluff Trail

A2
A1

POINTS of INTEREST
A

A

BLUE MOUNDS
STATE PARK

Blue Mounds State Park

A1 Park Entrance
507-283-6050, 1410 161st St.

See more info on page 8

A2 Camping
A3 Eagle Rock Vista
A4 Cliffline Area
3
L

City of Luverne Trailhead

601 E Main St.

A4

Luverne City Park

A3

700 E Main St.

10 Luverne Country Club
507-283-4383, 1520 111th St.
15 Quentin Aanenson Airfield
Luverne Municipal Airport
Skydive Adventures
941 US Highway 75
G

River Road Campground

O

Riverside Park

20

507-935-5384, 1405 111th St.

19 Rock County Sportsmens Club
1477 111th St.
20 Rock River WMA
S

Schoneman Park

U

Touch the Sky Prairie

940 US Highway 75
171st St.

O

3

Directions from US 75 & Highway 20: 3 miles W,
1 mile N and 1/4 mile W

L

TRAILS
3

G

Luverne Trailhead

10

Luverne Loop
temporary path
construction 2022
Blue Mounds Trail
Ashby Trail
Hwy 75 Bike Lanes

P

S

Parking

15

38
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Cozy Rest Motel
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Refrigerator & Microwave
Clean, Comfortable Rooms
Exit 12
off I-90,
1 mile n
Affordable
orth o
Front Door Parking
Hwy. 75 n
116 S. K
Pets Welcome
nis
L
Free High Speed Wifi
uverne, s
MN
Free Cable TV - HBO
Near Restaurants & Downtown
American Family Owned & Operated

507-283-4461
39

Accommodations
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Complimentary Continental Hot Breakfast
Rooms with Microwave and Refrigerator
Free high speed Wi-Fi Service
In-Room Safe
In-Room Coffee Maker with Coffee
In-Room Iron and Ironing Board
Large Flat Panel TV with Cable
Guest Laundry
Pet Friendly
Non Smoking
Walking distance to Restaurants and Bike Trail
Free Guest and Truck & Trailer Parking
Handicap Accessible Rooms

1202 S Kniss Ave, Luverne MN • 507-283-9541

Accommodations
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
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Complimentary Continental Hot Breakfast
Rooms with Microwave and Refrigerator
Free high speed Wi-Fi service
Indoor Pool
In-Room Safe
In-Room Coffee Maker with Coffee
In-Room Iron and Ironing Board
Large Flat Panel TV with Cable
Guest Laundry
Pet Friendly
Non Smoking
Walking distance to Restaurants and Bike Trail
Free Guest Parking
Handicap Accessible Rooms

BY C H O I C E H OT E L S

801 S Kniss Ave, Luverne MN • 507-283-9488
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Rock County
LIBRARY

The Rock County Community Library is a priceless tool for
residents and their families. In addition to serving as a resource
center for information, it connects children at an early age with
a love of reading and learning. There are eight internet-connected
computers available for public use; six in a computer lab for longer
use and printing documents and two on the floor to assist patrons
in searching online. Pictured, Mike Prestby and his sidekick
“Bongo” the gorilla delight a full house of children and grownups
to kick off the library’s summer reading program.

Hours
Monday - Thursday
10 A.M. to 8 P.M.
Friday
10 A.M. to 5 P.M.
Saturday
10 A.M. to 2 P.M.
Sunday closed

Rock County
Community
Library
201 W Main
Luverne, MN 56156
507-449-5040
Fax 507-449-5034
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ACADEMICS
•
•
•
•
•

27 College Credits in Math, Social Studies,
and English
Two Languages - Spanish and German
Visual Arts, Industrial Technology,
Agriculture Education, FACS, Business
and Computer
Alternative Learning Program
Medical Careers, Information Technology,
Creating Entrepreneurial Opportunities

ATHLETICS & ACTIVITIES

Tennis • Football • Cross Country
Volleyball • Cheer • Basketball • Gymnastics
Hockey • Wrestling • Baseball
Track and Field • Softball • Golf • Drama
Trap Shooting • FCCLA • Band • Choir • FFA
Math League • BPA • Intramural Sports
Peer Helpers • Student Council • Mock Trial
Speech • German Club • Spanish Club

ELEMENTARY PROGRAMS
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Technology Labs
Media Center
Interactive Flat Panels
Child Guide
RTI-Response to Intervention
Comprehensive Special Education
Program
Positive Behavior Intervention and
Supports (PBIS)

SCHOLARSHIPS
•

•
•
•

Dollars for Scholars has awarded more
than 2,004 scholarships totaling over
$5 million in the past 35 years. Total
endowment is over $10 million (Present
annual award $450,000)
AR Wood Scholarships $7,000
Gunderson Agricultural Scholarships
$2,200
Finke Forensics Scholarships $1,000

COMMUNITY EDUCATION
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Early Childhood Education
School Readinesss
Discovery Time Preschool
Summer Recreation
Family U (after school care)
Driver Education
Adult and Youth Programs
Nature Explore Outdoor Classroom

Luverne Public Schools
(507) 283-8088
709 North Kniss Avenue
Luverne, MN 56156
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www.isd2184.net

Luverne Public
Lifelong learning is at the forefront within the
Luverne community as excellence is strived
each day in the areas of academics, the arts
and athletics at Luverne Public Schools.
Learn. Live. Lead.
That vision statement is evident in the district’s recently completed $31 million renovation and remodel of the two-story middle-high
school building.
The project, which included a 749-seat performing arts center, finished in the fall of 2021.
The additional 41,179 square feet and
remodel of an additional 376,500 square feet
completed a five-year vision to improve student
learning in the 21st century that focuses on
collaboration, problem-solving, teamwork and
technology.
The project further advances the district’s
mission “to engage students in lifelong learning

SCHOOLS

to achieve their maximum potential in becoming productive citizens.”
Historically, the 1,200 students of Luverne
Public Schools have done well academically.
Typically local elementary, middle and high
school scores in the statewide assessments and
standardized tests are at the top among peers
within the Big South Conference. High school
graduation rates hover around 95 percent and
the majority of LHS graduates continue their
education beyond high school.
Luverne Schools are partners in several
concurrent college options and career and technical opportunities through Minnesota West
Community and Technical College, Southwest
Minnesota State University and the Midland

Institute. The partnerships assist in helping students foster their interests and provide possible
pathways to career opportunities and future
education beyond high school.
Because learning is lifelong, the district-operated Luverne Community Education programming provides year-round enrichment courses
for adults as well as pre-school-aged children.
A strong pre-kindergarten program prepares
our youngest learners to be successful in the
classroom as they enter elementary school.
Luverne Schools boast great success in extracurricular activities in both athletics and fine
arts with many state tournament teams and
individual accolades over the years. The students’ successes can be traced to the guidance
of faculty and staff along with the support from
the community.
Come grow with us and be Cardinal proud!
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The mission of Luvene Community Education is to provide “lifelong learning”
opportunities for everyone, from infants and toddlers to senior citizens. We are
very fortunate to live in a community that willingly shares its talent, experience
and expertise for the broader good. This is what makes “Community Education”
work. The Community Education office, located on the Luverne Public Schools
campus, is the parent organization for several vital learning programs in the
community. For example, the summer recreation program — which oversees
everything from kinderball and T-ball to youth soccer and major league baseball
— is operated through Community Ed, as are the early childhood education
programs and senior defensive driving classes. Visit the Luverne Community
Education website through the Luverne School District website, www.isd2184.net,
and click on Community Education. Click on the current brochure for a full listing
of current class offerings. The phone number is 507-283-4724.

Luverne Community
EDUCATION

ECFE is a Community Education program for parents and their children,
from birth to kindergarten age. It offers information and support to
parents and provides activities for parents and children to explore together
through classes that meet throughout the school year. We offer two 12week sessions. Sibling care is available for other children in the family
($1.75 per class), in addition to transportation on Heartland Express if
needed. Classes are open first to Luverne School District residents and
open-enrolled families at no cost (just ask to have fee waived) or whatever
you wish to pay up to $50 /per child/per class. Out-of-district residents
may enroll if classes are not full, at a cost of $50/per child/per class.
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Little Lam
Little Lambs Preschool offers early
childhood education in a loving,
Christ-centered environment.

M-W-F CLASSES
8:30-11 a.m.
*12:30-3 p.m.

OVER 60

MAJORS & TECHNICAL PROGRAMS

to choose from!

T-TH CLASSES
8:30-11 a.m.

*Afternoon class meets
M-W-F from Sept. - Dec.
and M-F from Jan. - May.

www.mnwest.edu • 800-658-2330

507-283-2316

803 N Cedar Luverne, MN
StJohnLutheranLuverne.org littlelambs@iw.net
44

A member of Minnesota State.
An Affirmative Action Equal Opportunity Educator/Employer.
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Care Close to Home
Sanford Health has both a primary care clinic and critical access hospital located on the north side of Luverne, MN.
At the Sanford Luverne Medical Center, our care team is led by family medicine physicians, two certified nurse practitioners, an OB/GYN and a general
surgeon. They are supported by a team of skilled nurses and technologists.
Outreach services allow us to provide more specialized care in cardiology, oncology, ophthalmology, orthopedic, pulmonology, urology and psychiatry.
Sanford Luverne Medical Center offers a full spectrum of inpatient and outpatient services, including:
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

24-hour emergency care
Chemical dependency care (outpatient)
Chemotherapy
Obstetrics & gynecology
Labor and delivery
Home health care
Hospice care / Hospice Cottage

•
•
•
•
•

Outpatient infusion
Prenatal education and lactation consultation
Preventive screenings
Psychiatry (pediatric and adult)
Radiology care: X-ray, CT scan, PET scans,
digital mammography, MRI, nuclear imaging,
ultrasound, DEXA scan

• Behavioral health
• Rehabilitation services: cardiac therapy,
occupational therapy, physical therapy,
pulmonary rehab, and speech therapy
• Respiratory care
• Surgery: inpatient, same day

The Sanford Luverne Clinic provides care for the whole family – from babies to grandparents. From athletic physicals and well child checks to vaccinations
and mammograms, our family medicine providers serve families throughout the region with the latest in care.
Visit sanfordhealth.org for more information.

Caring

FOR
YOU
IN LUVERNE

At Sanford Health, we’re committed to caring for you when you need it, where
you need it. That’s why we have a team ready to provide you with well child
visits, vaccinations and annual sports physicals right where you call home.
Judy Chesley, MD
Stephan Chesley, MD
Diane Kennedy, MD
Zach Nolz, MD
Austin Spronk, MD
Jennifer Thone, MD

Myles Tieszen, MD, FACS
Nicole Woodley, MD, OB/GYN
Jonathan Pap, CNP
Katy Zogg, FNP-C
Suzie Walgrave, APRN

Call (507) 283-2321 to make an appointment today.
Sanford Luverne
1601 Sioux Valley Dr.
384-793-820 9/21
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Welcome to Lu

Good Samaritan Communities
of Luverne

Good Samaritan

The Good Samaritan Campus in
Luverne continues to grow to meet
the needs of area seniors. Today the
campus
a Campus
full continuum
of to grow to meet the
The Goodhosts
Samaritan
in Luverne continues
retirement
and
nursing
options
needs of area seniors.
Today
the campus care
hosts a full
continuum of retirement
and
nursing
care
options
including:
including:
The Oaks – Senior Living Apartments (pictured right)
The
Oaks - Senior Living Apartments
Poplar Creek Estates – Assisted Living Apartments
(pictured
at right)
Good Samaritan
Center Home
Health Care
Mary
Jane
Brown
Good
Samaritan
– Skilled Nursing & RehabilitaPoplar Creek Estates Center
– Assisted
tion Facility (above top)
Living Apartments (above)
Mary Jane Brown Good Samaritan Center has been in the community for
Good
Samaritan
Home
Carecare as well
half a century. The 60-bed facility
features Health
skilled and sub-acute
as advanced
rehabilitation
and therapy. The staff at Mary Jane Brown invites
Mary
Jane
Brown
you
to
experience
the
loving,
atmosphere. The care and services have
Good Samaritanhome-like
Center
changed greatly over the years, yet the mission to “Share Christ’s Love” conSkilled Nursing &
tinues to be the –
foundation.
Rehabilitation
Facility
The Oaks,
senior living apartments,
were established just south of Mary

COMMUNITIES

Jane Brown in 1997. The 28 spacious apartment units are perfect for older
adults who desire to plan for a secure and self-reliant future. Tenants enjoy
Mary
Jane Brown Good Samaritan
carefree living, with all the comfort, security and satisfaction of community
Center
will
has celebrated
been in theits 45th
living.
Poplar Creek Estates,
theyear.
newest addition
the Good Samaritan campus,
community
48
years.
anniversary
last
The to
60-bed
opened
its
doors
July
19,
2004.
The
beautiful
new
assisted living facility is lofacility features skilled and subservices needed. Our staff aides, homemakers, nurses and therapists can assist with
cated just south of Mary Jane Brown and is connected to The Oaks.The 24 new
acute
care
as
well
as
advanced
apartment units offer seniors a home-like apartment setting with a full range of a full range of home-care services.Tele-home-care and video phones are the newest
our services.invites you to experience the loving,
rehabilitation
therapy
. Oaks
The
staff
atEstates,
Mary addition
JanetoBrown
assisted living services. Toand
learn more
about The
or Poplar
Creek
New
technology
allows clients accurate daily monitoring, including blood presplease call
our housing manager
at 507-283-3101.
like
atmosphere.
The
care and services have changed greatly
over the years, yet the mission to “
Good Samaritan Home Health Care assists individuals in their goals to sure, pulse and lung sound checks through a unit installed in their home and moniChrist’s
Love” continues to be the foundation.
maintain their independent lifestyle while receiving the appropriate care and tored by home-health professionals. For more information call: 1-800-870-3885.
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The Oaks, senior living apartments, were established just south of Mary Jane Brown in 1997. T

uverne

Page 49

, home“Share

The 28

Who listens when Lou gushes
about a new great-grandson?
You listen.
We believe that “In Christ’s Love, Everyone Is Someone” and
that each person should be treated with dignity, love and respect.
Join us, and help make a difference. You’ll enjoy great benefits
and receive encouragement and opportunities to grow personally
and professionally with the support of your peers and supervisors.
If this sounds like an environment that calls to you, we invite you
to join us in serving those who most need our skilled talents and
loving hearts.
Show YOU care.

Join us today.
good-sam.com/careers
All qualified applicants will receive consideration for employment without regard to race, religion, color, national origin, gender (including
pregnancy, gender identity, gender expression and sexual orientation), genetic information, age, marital or familial status, disability, veteran
status, or other protected status. © 2019 The Evangelical Lutheran Good Samaritan Society. All rights reserved. 192749
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Jason Vote Agency

www.jasonvote.com
311 W Gabrielson Rd
716 Oxford Street
Luverne, MN 56156 Worthington, MN 56187
507-283-4401
507-372-2906

statefarm.com®
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Minnesota Veterans
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Photo courtesy Jim Juhl, Myhre Studio
Photo
courtesy Jim Juhl, Myhre Stud

Minnesota Veterans Home

Minnesota Veterans Home

The Minnesota Veterans Home of Luverne is located on the north edge of Luverne along Highway 75. This facility,
built
in 1993,
one of ﬁveissuch
homes
in the
of Minnesota
to provide
care for
The Minnesota Veterans Home
of is
Luverne
locat
ed on
thestate
north
edge ofdesigned
Luverne
alongnursing
Highway
75.Minnesota
This facilit
veterans. The structure was built at a cost of $6.2 million as a joint project using federal, state, and community funds.
uilt in 1993, is one of ﬁveThe
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the
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of
Minnesota
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to
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for
city of Luverne contributed $1 million toward this facility and is proud to have the Home in the community.Minneso
It is the
Minnesota
Veterans
provide high
quality
skilled care
to all and
residents
ofmu
the ni
Home.
eterans. The structure was built
atmission
a costofofthe$6.2
million
as aHome
jointto project
using
federal,
state,
com
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Admission is limited to honorably discharged veterans who reside in Minnesota and who served a minimum of 181
he city of Luverne contribconsecutive
uted $1 million
toward this facility and is proud to have the Home in the community.
days on active duty, unless discharged earlier because of disability incurred in the line of duty. Wives and
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onerthe
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Lurecreation
andover
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services,
physical,
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andstate.
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andcare
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the
verne with a scenic view of the Blue Mounds
State
Park.
The
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enjoy
a
variety
tical
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mental/behavioral
health
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barber/beauty
services,
transportation
Servicesdis
provided
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include
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siMinnesota
cian, pharmaceutical
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rehabil
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a
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picnic
sheltertherapy,
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medical
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and wireless
Internet.
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Nursing staff is on-site 24 hours a day to provide individualized care for residents.

ties are available. Please call 507-283-1100 if you are interested in more information

Services
residents
an meals,
attend
ing physi
cian,
services,
rehabil
ita
about
living,pharmaceutical
working, or volunteering at the
Minnesota Veterans
Home
in tion
Luverne.service
Other servicesprovided
provided are bi-weekly
physicianinclude
visits, nutritional
social,
ental health therapy, transportation to medical appointments, skilled nursing care, chaplain services, recreatio
herapy, dietary services, social services, special care unit, and laundry. Programs available include: Adopt-A
randparent, community outings, family council, resident council, and volunteer opportunities.

Cozy Rest
Motel
Affordable

BUSSE PLUMBING,
HEATING & A.C. INC.

FrontDoorParking-PetsWelcome

"Since 1969"

Cozy Rest

Clean,ComfortableRooms

Motel

EMME
BUSSEJIMPRLUMBING
,
KEN BUSSE
HEATING & A.C. INC.
507-283-4461
Feel1-800-839-1375
the Internet unleashed.
FreeCableTV-HBO
FaxAvailable

NearRestaurantsandDowntown

Clean,ComfortableRooms
AmericanFamilyOwned&Operated
Affordable

213 W. Maple "Since 1969"
Office: 507-283-2529
Luverne, MN 56156
Cell: 507-227-2818
FreeCableTV-HBO
Fax: 507-283-9052
Home: 507-283-4139
Fiber-rich, 100% gigabit
Super-fast download speeds
Exit12offI-90,1milenorthonHwy.75
FaxAvailable
technology network
from 60 Mbps up to 1 GIG*
116S.Kniss•Luverne,MN
NearRestaurantsandDowntown
99.9% network reliability
Supersonic whole-home WiFi
C4

FrontDoorParking-PetsWelcome

JIM REMME
KEN BUSSE
^

s r

xtream.com •

r

TM

1-844-XTREAM3

AmericanFamilyOwned&Operated

• 1132 Oxford St #2, Worthington, MN

*Download speeds may vary and a monthly usage allowance applies. Services may not be available in all areas. ^2021 Mediacom Executive Summary Outage Exception Report.
Xtream powered by Mediacom is a registered trademark of Mediacom Communications Corporation. Call Mediacom or go online for details.

507-283-4461
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EVENTS

Event center

Great Beer
family friendly

Taproom Hours
Monday
4-10 PM
tuesday 4-10 PM
Wednesday 4-10 PM
thursday 12-10 PM
friday
12-10 PM
saturday 12-10 PM
Sunday 12 - 6 PM

Located on Old Highway 16
in Downtown Luverne
509 East Main Street
take16beer.com | 866-663-9986
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Rock County
AGRICULTURE

Rock County is and always has
been an agricultural community.
The first settlers to Rock County saw nothing but prairie grass
when they arrived in the mid-1860s.
Trees lined rivers and streams, and
Native Americans roamed the land.
With the federal Homestead
Act, many adventure seekers saw
opportunity on the prairie. If they
could live on the land for five years,
the land would be theirs.
Early settlers were looking for
fertile soil to plant their crops, raise
their livestock and raise a family.
These families understood the
value of their freedoms and how
fortunate they were to “live in the
land of the free and the home of the
brave.” That tradition of sacrifice
and service has continued throughout the county’s existence.
In three years — from 1870 to
1873 — Rock County’s population

grew from 138 people to 2,119.
After erecting shanties or dwellings, farmers began to till, plant
and harvest by hand or with oxen.
During those years it was a
challenge to travel anywhere. In
general, with a team of horses, a
round trip of 10 miles took a full
day to accomplish. Churches and
communities developed within that
boundary.
Businesses in small communities — Luverne at the center
— provided goods and services to
farm families.
Within a few years, horses became more prevalent, and with the
advent of the railroads, wood and
iron machinery made its way into
the county.
Early pioneers witnessed hard
times with blizzards, drought, prairie fires, epidemics, hail, wind and
plagues. In 1873, grasshoppers

engulfed Rock County for almost
four years. During that time, farmers had no money to spend in the
towns.
Businesses failed and people
moved away. Settlers faced those
hardships with determination and
grit.
In the early 1900s the first
tractors began to appear and take
over many of the jobs done earlier
by livestock. It was truly part of the
industrial revolution of agriculture.
After World War I, home
generators and wind generators
equipped farms with some electricity, but it was not until the 1930s
and ’40s that the Rural Electric
Association brought permanent
electricity to farms.
People could now throw out the
old coal and wood cook stoves, kerosene lanterns, battery radio and
hand crank phonograph.

Also, pumping water, cleaning
the barn, milking cows and doing a
vast assortment of other tasks became easier.
The agricultural community in
Rock County had truly progressed
and brought more settlers with
these innovations.
Today those innovations have
allowed a single farmer to feed
thousands in a single harvest. Technology such as GPS positioning,
drones, ever-improving plant hybrids have revolutionized the agriculture business as we know it.
Increasingly diverse global
markets, renewable fuels and international political climate play
a daily role in lives of farmers who
once were concerned only with
feeding their own families.

It’s farm tires and
smokestacks as far as the
eye can see when more than
70 tractors leave Luverne City Park
and tool around Rock County for the
annual Tractor Ride. The 2022 event is
set for September 2.
Call 507-283-4061 to participate.
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Nutcracker Capital
OF THE MIDWEST

The over 4,500-piece nutcracker collection at The History Center is attracting hundreds of visitors who have read about the unique,
hand-made items and want to see them firsthand.
The nutcrackers (pictured in the spread on these pages) are displayed in all shapes, sizes and colors and have origins in fascinating
places all over the world.
Donated from Betty Mann’s personal collection, they now have
a permanent home tastefully displayed in the History Center on East
Main Street in Luverne.
Internationally known tourism expert Roger Brooks said he was
“blown away” by the display and informed Luverne leaders that nutcrackers could be that niche attraction to make the town a tourism
destination.
“This is flat out amazing,” he said. “This is worth getting off the
interstate for.”
And visitors are indeed coming off the interstate for Luverne’s
nutcrackers.
During the Luverne’s 150th anniversary celebration, the History
Center accommodated more than 1,000 visitors, many of whom
were drawn to the nutcrackers.
Who knew something so quirky could be so popular?
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Local leaders are now taking Brooks’ advice and Luverne is on
the map and developing a growing presence online as the “Nutcracker Capital of the Midwest.”
During the holidays especially, the town goes “nutty for nutcrackers,” with businesses, residents and organizations displaying their
own personalized, life-sized nutcrackers.
An annual nutcracker scavenger hunt sends participants all
over town exploring the nutcrackers and learning their names for a
chance at cash prizes.
A nutcracker mascot makes surprise appearances at community
events, and a 4-foot-tall nutcracker (pictured on left page) named
for Luverne’s founder, Philo Hawes, moves from business to business
in a cat and mouse game of “Where’s Waldo?” Only, in Luverne, the
game is “Where’s Philo?”
Christmas 2017 saw the unveiling of nutcrackers in Luverne City
Park near the Rock River with lights and music creating a magical
nutcracker holiday wonderland.

All this nutcracker nonsense is working.
Word is getting out, and curious visitors are increasingly exploring Luverne to experience the nutcracker phenomena for themselves.
But wait, there’s more.
The next endeavor will be several eight-foot fine-art nutcrackers
that will be designed by local artists and displayed on Main Street.
Luverne is already known as a gem on the prairie for travelers to
stop in and enjoy the beautiful shaded neighborhoods, historic points
of interest, clean and inviting parks and trails and the acclaimed
Rock County Veterans Memorial and Veterans Memorial Building
and Military Museum.
Our nutcrackers are nutty, no doubt, but we’re pleased their fans
are discovering our town and all the other wonderful and surprising
attractions our little home on the prairie has to offer.
View the nutcracker collection at The History Center, 312 East
Main Street, Luverne, MN. Open Monday - Saturday, 10 am - 4 pm.
For questions, call 507-282-2122 or email rcmuseum@gmail.com.
57

RI
TA
GE
HE

Rock County

VETERANS MEMORIAL

The memorial is a fitting
tribute to veterans and
a beautiful community
attraction
The Rock County Veterans Memorial was dedicated on
the front lawn of the Rock County Courthouse on Memorial
Day 2007. More than 2,000 pavers have been spoken for in
this spectacular 30-foot-wide memorial.
The Rock County Veterans Memorial is a gift from
Warren Herreid II and his wife, Jeannine Rivet, Minnetrista,
through their non-profit foundation called KAHR.
Herreid II said, “We wanted to do it to give something
back to the community.” His father, Warren Herreid I, Luverne,
is a decorated veteran and served during World War II and the
Korean War. Many of his brothers did as well.
Herreid II said, “It was my father’s idea to put the
memorial on the courthouse lawn.”
It features a life-size bronze statue of a veteran, known as
“Poppie.” Poppie (pictured at left) sits on one of five granite
benches that circle a center obelisk that carries the names of
local veterans who died in service.
The obelisk is 18 feet tall, made of five-sided black granite.
The five sides face the five benches, which sit at the points
of a paved granite star. The pavers are next to the star and also
line the sidewalk leading to the memorial.
Luverne’s historic Civil War cannon and carriage were
added to the memorial, and plans are underway to add a water
feature. The memorial has proven to be a fitting place of honor
for local veterans and a beautiful attraction to the community.
See www.rockcountyveteransmemorial.com.
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“The path of freedom is paved with the
sacrifices of those who serve.”

WWW.ROCK COUNTY VETERANS MEMORIAL.COM
~Download the paver order form and read the names of Veterans who already have Pavers
~Learn the history of the Memorial ~See the names of MIA/KIA Veterans honored at the site

Over 2,000
commemorative
pavers already
SOLD

Honor a veteran by purchasing an
Engraved Commemorative Paver for $125
Lettering is limited to 20 characters per line. Limit one paver per veteran. Available to
former, current and future Rock County Residents
James A. Smith
that are honorable discharged Veterans and those
Army
currently on active duty.

1942-1945

www.rockcountyveteransmemorial.com
DETACH AND MAIL WITH PAYMENT
Person(s) or Group Purchasing Paver:
Name
Address
City/State/Zip
Phone

Make Checks Payable to:
Rock County Veterans Memorial Perpetual Care Fund
Mail to:
Rock County Veterans Memorial
c/o Administrator
PO Box 509
Luverne, MN 56156

Line 1, print veteran’s name.
Line 2, print veteran’s rank or branch of service.
Line 3, print dates of service or conflict.
Reminder: 20 characters per line (commas, dashes, spaces, and periods each count as a character)

LINE 1
LINE 2
LINE 3
The cost is $125 for each paver. (501C3 nonprofit).
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Veterans Memorial
BUILDING

A massive renovation and revitalization project in
2009 turned the century-old Rock County Jail and Sheriff’s
Residence into a new place of art, heritage and history,
through the generosity of the K.A.H.R. Foundation and the
Rock County community.
Called the Rock County Veterans Memorial Building, it
features the Brandenburg Gallery, Herreid Military Museums
and Kahler Terrace. Perhaps the project’s most important
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purpose is to tell Rock County’s history and pay tribute to
those who made us the great community that we are.
The features artifacts, pictures, stories and memorabilia
of the brave men and women who have served our country.
Students became soldiers, farmers became sailors and
bookkeepers became airmen … no matter what their call – the
citizens of Rock County responded to the call of the nation.
Come and experience their story of service from the Civil
War to Vietnam, from WWI to WWII, from the Korean War to
more recent military conflicts. Learn of their sacrifice at the
Herreid Military Museum.
The third floor of the museum tells the story of the Korean
War, Vietnam War and post-WWII wars ... of Rock County
families, friends and neighbors who were affected by recent
war in American history.
The exhibit features a life-size restored military jeep
(pictured at left) and a bunker similar to what combat soldiers
would have used in the jungles of Vietnam.
Hours at the Rock County Veterans Memorial Building are
Mon-Fri: 8am – 5 pm, Sat: 10 am – 5 pm
Location: 213 East Luverne Street (two blocks north of
Main Street and three blocks east of Highway 75)
Telephone: 888 283-4061
Tourism Information: www.luvernechamber.com
An Affiliate Travel Information Site

Meulebroeck,
Taubert & Co., PLLP

Luverne
507-283-4055
Pipestone
507-825-4288

Certified Public Accountants

P.O. Box 685, 109 S. Freeman, Luverne, MN 56156
P.O. Box 707, 216 E. Main, Pipestone, MN 56164

Experienced Tax
Preparers with
Offices in Pipestone,
Luverne, Marshall,
Tyler, and Lake Wilson
• Tax planning & preparation
• Electronic tax filing
• Agri-plan - pretax medical
deductions
• Accounting, Payroll &
Bookkeeping services

New
Clients
Welcome!
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The History
CENTER

Dedicated to archiving and preserving our county’s history, the Rock County Historical
Society is a thriving organization of dedicated volunteers. From their headquarters at 312 E.
Main Street, the Society maintains and preserves artifacts, materials and exhibits from Rock
County’s 150-year history.
The History Center, located in the historic former Ford dealership building downtown,
features displays of Rock County cities, Rock County government, and changing displays on
specific historical topics. The Society has developed a massive collection of organized articles,
obituaries, and printed materials for public and private research. The History Center is also
home to Luverne’s famed 4,500-piece nutcracker collection, which draws visitors from around
the country.
Check us out on Facebook.com/RockCountyHistoryCenter, Trip Advisor, Google My
Businesss or call (507) 283-2122 RCHS or (507) 283-4061 Luverne Area Chamber.
Multiple locations of local historic interest
The Rock County Historical Society, in addition to the beautiful Victorian home, The
Hinkly House, also maintains four buildings at the Rock County Fairgrounds.
The Fitzer Barn was built over 100 years ago and features artifacts and displays of
farming materials from Rock County. Working exhibits provide a hint of farm work throughout
the 20th century.
The One Room School is a replica of County School District 1 and provides a glimpse
of education during the first half of the 20th century at a time when Rock County had over
75 school districts.
The Lopau Summer Kitchen brings the past alive. In the days before air-conditioning…
before electric and gas stoves…women spent hours cooking and cleaning in the summer
kitchens to keep their homes cool during hot summer days. See what life was like!
The 0rdung Building offers a glimpse of the past through a wonderful collection of
historic farm machinery, manufacturing equipment, and historic vehicles.
Call 507 283-2122 or email rcmuseum@hotmail.com.The History Center address is
312 E. Main St., Luverne, MN 56156.
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Hinkly

On North Freeman Avenue, the Hinkly House
is a beautifully preserved and accurately restored
Victorian period home in Luverne presented to
the Rock County Historical Society in April 1959
by the heirs of the R. B. Hinkly family.
Luverne businessman and pioneer, R. B.
Hinkly, his wife and four children moved into the house on November 11,
1892. Architect W. E. Green designed this modified Queen Anne home that
had 12 rooms, 2 bathrooms, and a story-high attic. The home was built
of Sioux quartzite that was quarried and hauled on horse-drawn boats
from Hinkly’s Blue Mound Quarry north of Luverne. Master stone mason
was Knute Steine, native of Valdres, Norway, who supervised the masonry.
Steine also carved the two lions that stand guard at the home’s front door.
R. B. Hinkly was a visionary of things to come. The house is an
attribute to his foresight, engineering and artistic skills. He looked ahead
to a time that electricity would be available in Luverne and installed wiring
in his house during construction. Hinkly also installed a gravity-operated
plumbing system that used a large tank in the attic to supply water to the
bathrooms and kitchen prior to the development of the city’s water utility.
The name “HINKLY” is displayed in a panel of stained glass on the top

of the threshold of the front door. Upon opening
the door, the word “WELCOME” and a key
are inlaid in the parquet floor. Wood-flooring
throughout the first floor features unique inlay
pattern designed by R. B. Hinkly.
The main floor rooms include a dining
room, formal parlor, family parlor, music room, kitchen, bathroom and
library/office. Stained glass and leaded windows prominently adorn many
of the first floor rooms. The second floor features the master bedroom, five
additional bedrooms, a spacious hallway and bathroom.
The full basement features, among other rooms, the wood-working
shop where the majority of the home’s ornate woodwork was carved and
manufactured. One of the home’s most unique features is the tunnel
constructed from the basement to a “cellar” located in the middle of the
backyard. Hinkly used “the cellar” to store dynamite during the time he
operated the quarry.

HOUSE

Located at 217 N. Freeman Ave., Luverne. Tours are available by
appointment and summer hours are posted at RockCountyHistorical.com.
Call 507 283-4061.
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History

OF LUVERNE

By Betty Mann,
Historical Society president

Philo Hawes passed through
this area on June 14, 1867, to set
up a mail route from Blue Earth to
Yankton, S.D. There was only a rough
military road from Jackson through
Dakota Territory to Yankton. He and
his companion, Joe Fields, camped
on the east side of Blue Mounds. He
climbed to a high point and when he
returned to camp he told his friend,
“I have found the Garden of Eden
and I will live here and lay my bones
here.” He did.
He returned in September to
establish a mail station and put up
hay. He was accompanied by four
men and three teams of horses. He
first stopped at Blue Mounds but
discovered a better supply of timber
to the south. There, out of poles and
hay, he built a stable large enough for
six horses, and he put up enough hay
for the winter. He staked a claim by
squatter’s rights.
He visited his station in
November and brought with him
the John Leitze family and Miss
Miranda Skinner to maintain a
“half way” house on the mail route.
The house was a dugout, lined with
logs and covered with ridge poles.
Hay and dirt were piled over the top
for a roof. This was near where the
power plant is now. Mr. Leitze and his
family spent the winters of 1867 and
1868 there.
In March 1868, Mr. Hawes,
accompanied by his lovely wife, son
Charles and daughter Eva Luverne,
arrived at the station and moved
into the dugout vacated by the Leitze
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family,
He at once built
an 18-foot by 24-foot log
cabin. In the fall a 12-foot by 24foot addition was added. This was
post office, city hall, church and
community center. Mr. Hawes named
the post office Luverne after his
daughter Eva Luverne.
The next to arrive as active
promoters of Luverne were the
Kniss brothers. P.J. Kniss was a
proficient surveyor and civil engineer
so he plotted out the town west of
the Rock River. The first streets
plotted north and south were Cedar,
McKenzie, Spring, Oakley and Blue
Mound. East and west streets were
Luverne, Lincoln, Main, Maple and
Fletcher.
In January 1871 the governor
proclaimed Luverne would be the
county seat.
The first school in Luverne
was founded in 1871, and the
first building was built in 1872. In
1875 a fire destroyed that building
and a new was built on East Main
Street. That building soon became
too small and school was held in
many churches and other buildings.
In 1882, Central School was built
where the old elementary school
now stands. The first class graduated
in 1888. In 1895 room was needed
again, and a high school was built
where Fledgling Field is now. In
1925 old Central School was moved
to the side of the block and a new
high school was built. That building is
now the old elementary school which
is being turned into apartments.
The present high school was built
in 1956. An elementary and middle
school was added in 1998 to the high
school complex.
Early pioneers saw hard times,
terrible blizzards, prairie fires and

epidemics,
but
perhaps
the
greatest
calamity
was
the
grasshopper scourge in 1873 which
resulted in a total loss of crops in
1874 and some loss in 1875. In
Luverne, businesses failed and many
moved away. Progress ceased and
even regressed at this time.
When the crop of 1877 was
saved the town began life anew. In
1878 the boom began. On November
15, 1878, the village government
was established.
Construction of the railroads
helped this boom. By October 1876,
the first trains were running regularly
into Luverne, then the terminus of the
line. By 1879 a line was laid south
to Doon, Iowa. By 1883 trains were
running in all four directions. The
first depot built of wood needed
to be replaced in 1911, and the
replacement building still stands in
the south part of town.
In October 1880 the first
snow began to fall. People were
not prepared for such an early
snowfall, and throughout the winter
many storms left the town with few
supplies. There was a three-month
period where very little traveling
could be done, and Luverne was
blocked in by snow.
The pioneer church was the
Methodist Church established in
covered wagons in 1873 by the Rev.
E.H. Bronson. The original part of
the present church was begun in
1877. Many other churches began
very soon after this. The Episcopal
Church was constructed in 1891 and
still stands on the corner of Cedar
and Luverne streets.
The G.A.R. was a power in the
town’s early history,and many pictures
are of the G.A.R. encampments held
here. This has been a very patriotic
community over the years. Many of
the original settlers were Civil War

veterans.
We
have
had
people serve in all wars since. In
the Second World War, the National
Guard unit from Luverne was called
to active duty. A State Guard unit
was formed at that time.
Over the years, we have had
many doctors and druggists. Our first
hospital was in a house. Dr. Sherman
built a hospital on the corner of
Brown and McKenzie streets, and
now we have our present hospital and
medical center on Luverne Street.
In May 1883, gas street lamps
were erected. A man was hired to
light the lamps every night and put
them out in the morning. These lamps
cost the village $101. In August
1892, electric lights were installed
using the water power at the pumping
station. In 1911, the city light plant
was remodeled. In 1914 the city
was without electricity or water due
to flooding of the power plant. A
new plant was built in 1915 when
residents had electricity for 24 hours
a day. We now buy electricity from
Western Area Power Administration
and Missouri Basin Municipal Power
Agency.
In 1873 store owners put up
board walks in front of businesses. In
1886 storm gutters were installed.
In 1900 concrete sidewalks were
poured. In 1907 the streets were
graveled. Oct. 1, 1920, four blocks of
Main Street were paved with cement.
Through the decades, Luverne
flourished and thrived, and the
character of the town was shaped by
trials and tribulations of the Great
Depression, service in war, farming
crises and advances and more.
To find out how Luverne became
the beautiful, progressive community
that it is today, visit the History
Center on East Main Street. (see
page 62).
We have a great deal to be proud
of in Luverne, and it’s worth learning
about our past to appreciate it.

Mark’s

Plumbing Heating And A/C, LLC.
507-283-9245

608 W. HATTING ST., LUVERNE
MARK KURTZ, OWNER

Master Plumber Lic.#066849-PM

Lic.# PC644664
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Luverne Area
CHURCHES

American Reformed Church
304 N. Fairview Dr.
283-8600

United Methodist Church
109 N. Freeman Ave.
283-4529

Bethany Lutheran Church
720 N. Kniss Ave.
283-4571

Grace Lutheran, ELCA
500 N. Kniss Ave.
283-4431

Luverne Christian Reformed Church
605 N. Estey St.
283-8482

Living Rock Church
500 E. Main St.
449-0057

First Baptist Church
1033 N. Jackson St.
283-4091

St. John Lutheran Church
803 N. Cedar St.
283-2316

First Presbyterian Church
302 Central Lane
283-4787

Rock River Community Church
1075 110th Ave.,

St. Catherine Catholic Church
203 E. Brown St.
283-8502

west of Luverne on County Rd. 4

283-9070
New Life Celebration Church
211 E. Main St.
449-6522
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You have questions?

LAW ENFORCEMENT:			
Emergency - 911
Rock County Sheriff
(non-emergency) 507-283-5000

INFORMATION SERVICES:
Luverne Area Chamber/CVB
507-283-4061

EDUCATION:

Luverne Public Schools
District Office 507-283-4491 ext. 1
High School
507-283-4491 ext. 2
Elementary
507-283-4491 ext. 3
Community Education
507-283-4724
Little Lambs Preschool
507-283-2316
Discovery Time Preschool 507-283-4724
Minnesota West – Luverne Campus
507-449-2772

HEALTH CARE SERVICES:

Chiropractic Services
Luverne Health & Wellness		
507-449-4400
Rock County Chiropractic		
507-283-2561
Medical Services
Sanford Clinic Luverne 			
507-283-4476
Sanford Medical Center
507-283-2321
Dental Services
Luverne Family Dentistry		
507-283-9129

We have answers.

Hospice Services
The Cottage
507-283-9356
Sanford Hospice
507-283-1805
Pharmacy
Lewis Family Drug 507-283-9549
Nursing Homes
Mary Jane Brown/Good 			
Samaritan
507-283-2375
Poplar Creek Estates
507-283-1996
The Oaks
507-283-1991
Minnesota Veterans Home		
507-283-1100
Oasis Care Home
507-920-7071

LOCAL NEWS SERVICES:

Newspapers
Rock County Star Herald		
507-283-2333
Announcer (shopper)
507-283-2333
Radio ... K101/KQAD 507-283-4444

LOCKSMITH:

Harsma Locksmith

605-553-8465

LUVERNE CITY OFFICES:

City Hall 507-449-2388
Building Inspector 507-449-5031
Public Utilities 507-449-9916
Public Works 507-449-9914
Economic Development 507-449-5033
Administrator 507-449-5025

Behavioral Health Services
Southwestern Mental
Health Center
507-283-9511
Luverne Counseling
507449-6105

TRANSPORTATION SERVICES:

Optometric Services
Rock County Eye Clinic			
507-283-2345

Blue Mound Liquor				
507-449-5052

Luverne Municipal Airport			
507-449-5041
Community Transit for Rock County		
507-283-5058

LIQUOR STORE:

RECREATION & ENTERTAINMENT:

Luverne Aquatics & Fitness			
507-449-5036
Blue Mound Ice Arena
507-449-9138
Luverne Country Club
507-283-4383
Palace Theatre Box Office
507-283-4339
Blue Mounds State Park
507-283-6050
Rock County Sportsman’s Club
507-360-5418

GARBAGE & RECYCLING:

Landfill/Transfer Station				
507-283-5005
Ketterling Services				
507-283-2863
Household Hazardous Waste			
507-283-8862

ROCK COUNTY OFFICES:

County Administrator				
507-283-5065
Land Records Office				
507-283-5014
Land Management Office			
507-283-8862
Natural Resources Conservation		
507-283-9146
Auditor/Treasurer				
507-283-5055
Highway Department				
507-283-5010
Clerk of Court/Judicial				
507-283-5020
County Attorney				
507-283-9111
Motor Vehicles/License Center			
507-283-5024
Family Service & Public Health Agency		
507-283-5070
Extension & 4-H
507-283-1302
Veterans Service Office
507-283-5061

MAIL:

USPS (Luverne Office)
507-283-2186

“Welcome to Luverne” is a publication of Tollefson Publishing, which
publishes the Rock County Star Herald and Luverne Announcer.
Contents of this book are the property of
Tollefson Publishing and its featured advertisers.
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Advertising inquiries can be directed to 507-283-2333
General Manager Rick Peterson - rick@star-herald.com, or
Advertising Sales Representative Chantel Connell - sales@star-herald.com.
Editorial inquiries can be directed to Editor Lori Sorenson - editor@star-herald.com

Den Herder Construction
PROUDLY PRESENTS

Riverview Estates

Only one lot left to build on in Riverview Estates

Four out of five of the homes have been completed in one of Luverne’s
finest developments incorporating the privacy of single family dwelling
and a homeowner association concept. Your mowing, snow removal and
fertilizer is all included in the (up to) four bedroom, three bath home featuring a master suite, zero entry and handicapped accessible with main
floor laundry in a quiet neighborhood.

Our family of Den Herder-built homes continues to grow

Jim Den Herder & Cal Den Herder

Brothers Jim and Cal Den Herder launched their
business in 1988, and since then, their résumé has grown
to include a long list of beautiful houses. Along with it,
their reputation for excellence at a fair price has grown to
rival the best in the industry.
“We view home building as both an art and a science,”
Jim Den Herder said.

Den herder construction, inc.
Jim Den Herder & Cal Den Herder
P.O. Box 522 • Luverne, MN 56156-0522

507-920-8916 or 507-920-8917
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AUTOMOTIVE SERVICE & SALES

Connell Car Care..............................................28
Papik Motors...................................................13

CHURCHES

First Baptist Church...........................................66
Grace Lutheran.................................................67
Living Rock Church...........................................66
Rock River Community Church..........................66
St. Catherine Catholic........................................67
St. John Lutheran.............................................67
United Methodist Church..................................66

DINING & ENTERTAINMENT

75 Diner..........................................................53
Blue Mound Ice Arena......................................15
Blue Mound Liquor..........................................54
Bluestem Catering Co.......................................52
Green Earth Players...........................................33
Howling Dog...................................................52
Luverne Aquatics & Fitness................................ 11
Palace Theatre..................................................33
Pizza Ranch......................................................52
Rock County Pheasants Forever..........................17
Rock County Snomasters...................................18
Roll on Luverne................................................12
Sterling’s Cafe & Grille......................................53
Take 16...........................................................53
Vinnie’s...........................................................52

EDUCATION

Little Lambs.....................................................44
Luverne Public School.......................................42
Minnesota West Community & Technical College.....44

GAS STATIONS

Sunshine Gas...................................................71

GOVERNMENT

City of Luverne...................................................2
Joe Schomacker, State Representative.................65
Luverne Chamber...............................................4
Luverne Economic Development Authority...........3
Rock County Law Enforcement...........................10

HEALTH SERVICES

Good Samaritan Society of Luverne....................47
Luverne Health & Wellness...............................48
Rock County Chiropractic..................................48
Sanford Luverne...............................................45

INDUSTRY- MANUFACTURING

Cleveringa Construction....................................72
Country Cupboards...........................................27
Den Herder Construction..................................69
Franken Construction........................................65
Pepsi Bottling Company....................................51
Premium Minnesota Pork....................................7

INSURANCE

Buffalo Ridge Insurance....................................47
Continental Western Group................................14
Estenson Insurance Company............................23
Kozlowski Insurance..........................................49
State Farm.......................................................49

LODGING

Campgrounds..................................................23
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Cozy Rest Motel...............................................39
Econo Lodge ...................................................40
GrandStay Hotel & Suites....................................5
Sunrise Extended Stay.......................................39
Super 8...........................................................40

MAP

Luverne Convention & Visitors Bureau.......... 36-38
Public Hunting Areas....................................... 16
Rock County................................................... 38
Snowmobile Trails........................................... 19

PLACES OF INTEREST

Herreid Military Museum...................................61
History Center..................................................62
Rock County Veterans Memorial..........................59
Rotary Park with dog park..................................54
Touch the Sky Prairie.........................................20

REAL ESTATE

Cragoe Realty..................................................39
Graphenteen Real Estate Group.........................49
Jensen Management/Korth Auction....................14
Land & Home Realty........................................39
Real Estate Retrievers........................................34
Cox Realty & Land Services, LLC........................10

RENTAL PROPERTIES

Blue Mound Tower...........................................41
Lloyd Management..........................................34

RETAILERS

Ace Hardware..................................................27
Brandenburg Gallery........................................31
Christmas Haus................................................27
Crossroads Trailer.............................................54
Family Floors & Furniture..................................28
First Comes Love Bridal Boutique.......................25
Hair LTD..........................................................26
Herb N’ Legend...............................................24
Luverne Building Center...................................26
Manitou Carpets...............................................26
M&H Hardware & Appliance............................26
Quality Printing................................................28
Salon 75..........................................................25
Schomackers Home Galleries.............................25
Sewing Basket..................................................25
Sunshine Foods................................................71
Those Blasted Things........................................27

SERVICES

Big Top Tents & Events......................................54
Dingmann Funeral Home & Cremation Service.......47
Eisma & Eisma Law Office.................................61
Hartquist Funeral Home.....................................48
Klosterbuer & Haubrich, LLP.............................49
Luverne Body Shop..........................................28
Mark’s Plumbing, Heating and A/C....................65
McClure Electric...............................................65
Mediacom.......................................................50
Meulebroeck, Taubert, PLLP..............................61
S & S Car Wash................................................10
Schomackers Home Galleries.............................25
Top Notch Car Wash..........................................10

VETERINARY SERVICES

Rock Veterinary Clinic.......................................48

VISITORS SERVICES

Questions & Answers........................................68

We are now a member owner of the largest
grocery store buying cooperative in the
United States! We have nearly 4,000
MEMBER GROCERY STORES; this buying
power will allow us to buy and sell for less!
Now we can LOWER OVER 2,000 prices
throughout the store to help you SAVE
MONEY EVERY DAY! We’re committed to
providing you more everyday value and
freshness throughout the store! We look
forward to earning your business!

CHECK OUT OUR BUTCHER SHOP
You want a CUSTOM CUT?
A THICK CUT?
Just ask, we would love to help you!
Our goal is to provide you with
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HIGH-QUALITY, BUTCHER-FRESH
meats at a FAIR PRICE!

205 E. Warren, Luverne, MN

Open 7 days a week 7 a.m. to 9 p.m.

507-449-0335

OPEN 7 DAYS A WEEK
24 HOUR PUMPS

Gas
North Highway 75, Luverne (507) 283-4889

Deli * Pizza * Coffee * Candy * Pop * Milk * Beer * Lottery Tickets
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11/2 Acre Lots
COMING SOON
On the North edge of Town

51/2 Lots Still Available
In the Uithoven Addition

Renovations

Remodels

New Construction
Computer Assisted Design
Townhomes
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Pole Buildings

Farm Shops
Cattle Barns

Machine Shops

CLEVERINGA CONSTRUCTION, INC.
Cleveringa Construction, Inc. is committed to quality work and satisfied customers.
Designers create customized computer generated designs for new construction and remodels.
They do commercial, agricultural and residential projects.

Merlin Cleveringa | Luverne, MN | cleveringaconstruction@gmail.com

507-920-5631 | cleveringaconstruction.com
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Adam Uithoven 507-227-1770 | Derek Sandbulte 507-227-1065

