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  Big News From Jim Brandenburg
Jim Brandenburg 

has 4 images included in 
TOP FORTY NATURE 
PHOTOGRAPHS in the 
history of photography.  
Minnesota claims three 
overall!

The International 
League of Conservation 
Photographers is a fellow-
ship of top active profes-
sional photographers from 
around the world.  More 
than 100 photographers 
and editors 
nominated 
the images 
they consid-
ered to be the 
best repre-
senting aes-
thetics, 
uniqueness, 
historic and 
scientific sig-
nificance and 
conservation 
efforts.  Pho-
tographers were not per-
mitted to self-nominate.

The prestigious 
Top Forty nominations 
represent the work of 25 
photographers including 
the legendary Ansel Ad-

ams, Edward Weston and 
Eliot Porter.

The four Branden-
burg images selected were: 
Oryx on Namib Desert 
(Namibia, southwest Af-
rica); Gray Wolf near 
BWCAW (Ely, Minne-
sota);  Bison on Frozen
Landscape (Blue Mounds 
State Park, Luverne, 
Minnesota); and Leaping 
Artic Wolf (Ellesmere Is-
land, Canada).

Check out the com-
plete collection of the Top 
Forty Nature Photographs 

at:

http://www.flickr.com/
photos/ilcptop40/
sets/72157623774840478/ 

This is exciting 
news for this community…
and for the significant con-
tributions to society of our 
residents (both former and 
present).  Teamed with the 
Digital Bridges to Nature 
Project with the DNR…
where 75 teachers from 
throughout Minnesota…

will be trained to 
use nature photog-
raphy as a way to 
teach science – the 
impact is even 
more important.  
On July 10th Jim 
Brandenburg will 
take these teachers 
out into the field 
for hands-on in-
struction at Touch 
the Sky Prairie and 
return to the 

Luverne Public Schools for 
classroom training.  Stay 
tuned as more information 
will be available about this 
project in the June edition 
of Chamber Chatter. 

Pictured above:  Bison on 
Frozen Landscape (Blue 

Mounds State Park)
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The Luverne 
Area Chamber, 
Luverne Public 
Schools Student Intern 
Program, The Herreid 
Military Museum 
Committee and Rock 
County are working 
together to celebrate 
Memorial Day week-
end in a meaningful 
way!

The weekend 
will begin with the 

official opening of the 
World War I exhibit in the 
Herreid Military Museum.  
Committee members and 
student interns have been 
diligently working to 
gather documentation and 
information to put together 
the story of Rock County 
men and women who 
served during World War 
I.  The exhibit will offi-
cially open on the last 
weekend in May.

Held for a second 
year, the Rock County 
Veterans Memorial Can-
dlelight Vigil will honor 
all veterans who have 
passed away.  

This meaningful 
service will be held at the 
Memorial with a reception 
following on the Kahler 
Terrace.  The Rock County 
Veterans Memorial Build-
ing will be open for the 
public’s convenience.

Memorial Day Candlelight Vigil & the 
Opening of the World War I Exhibit

If you wonder what 
all the work and invest-
ment at the Palace, Hinkly 
House, Rock County Mu-
seum, Rock County Veter-
ans Memorial Building, 
Blue Mounds State Park, 
Touch the Sky Prairie and 
a myriad of other places 
mean to this community…
just consider the impact of 

tourism.

The Luverne Area 
Chamber has been busy 
working with local busi-
nesses, organizations and 
individuals to schedule 
tours in our community.  
From April 24th through 
the middle of June…we 
have helped coordinate     

7 tours bringing 25-100 
people into Luverne.  Our 
summer schedule will be 
even busier.  Consider 
thinking of ways that you 
can invite these people into 
your place of business…
because we know that once 
they shop in Luverne…
they will be back again!

New Faces  Coming to Luverne!

Let’s Play Ball!
It has been a few 

years since Luverne has 
hosted a slow pitch softball 
tournament.  This year, it’s 
going to change.  In a part-
nership with members of 
the community, a tourna-
ment organizer from Sioux 
Falls and the Luverne Area 
Chamber…Luverne will 
host the BLUE MOUND 

SOFTBALL TOURNA-
MENT on Saturday and 
Sunday – June 26 & 27–
at Riverside Park ball dia-
monds.

This is a great op-
portunity for our busi-
nesses to join in a success-
ful new venture.  The tour-
nament will bring 20 or 
more 12-15 member teams 

(and their families) to 
Luverne for a two day 
tournament.

    (continued on page 3)

But the free-
dom that 
they fought 
for, and the 
country 
grand they 
wrought for,
Is their 
monument 
to-day, and 
for aye.
~Thomas 
Dunn English



Peggy Adams– President - Cragoe Realty   padamslacf@myclearwave.net                                                                  
Dave Haugom - Vice President- Print Express  printexp@iw.net                          

Mike DeBates - Treasurer- Continental Western Group 
mdbates@cwgins.com                                                                               

John Aanenson- Secretary- Luverne Ace Hardware  luverneace@iw.net                                                                                            
Lori Ehde - Executive Board at Large  - Tollefson Publishing                                

editor@starherald.com                                                                                 

Jeff Hartquist - Director—Hartquist Funeral Home  
jhartquist@hotmail.com                                                                               

Gary Fisher - Director - Luverne Schools   g.fisher@isd2184.net                         

Mark Opitz - Director  - Quality Printing                             
info@qualityprinting-luverne.com                                                                                                

Nate Golla- Director—Luverne Farm Store/True Value                                         
nathang@luvernefarmstore.com                                                                               

Ryan DeBates—Director—Exchange State Bank       

ryan@exchangestatebankmn.com                                                                            

Rachel Ask—Director—Sanford Hospital Luverne—

askr@sanfordhealth.org                                                                               

Ted LaFrance—Director—City of Luverne EDA—

tlafrance@cityofluverne.org                                                                                            

May Community Calendar   
April 30-May 1— Luverne’s 20th Annual Citywide 
Rummage Sales

April 30 –May 4—_Goodwill Donation Trailer in 
Glen’s Food Center South Parking Lot

May 1—Movie “Precious” - Palace Theatre—7 pm

May 2—American Legion Pancake Breakfast—9 
am—1 pm—Legion Building

May 2— Movie “Precious” - Palace Theatre—2 pm

May 3—American Reformed Church Expansion 
Project Fundraiser—5 to 8 pm—Pizza Ranch

May 5—First Presbyterian Women’s Ecumenical 
Brunch—9:30 a.m. 

May 8— Music Gala—” Dancing with the Stars”—
7 pm—Palace Theatre—All proceeds benefit Chil-
dren’s Miracle Network

May 11—Holy Trinity Church Fundraiser—4:30-
6:30 pm—Creamed Chicken & Biscuit Dinner

May 14—Luverne High School Choir Concert—
7:30 pm

May 15—Papik Motors Spring Rally & Car 
Show—11 am—2 pm

May 15—Bon Appetit—Pre-Show —6:30 –7:30 
pm—Coffey Haus—Show Starring Emily Lodine as 
Julia Child and guest chefs, Father Tom Jennings 
and Jeff Hartquist—7:30-8:30 pm—Palace       
Theatre—Post Show—8:30 pm—Coffey Haus

May 20—Historical Society Salad Luncheon—11 
am—1 pm—American Legion

May 22—Habitat Pancake Breakfast—8:30—10:30 
am—Grace Lutheran Parking Lot

May 30—Memorial Day Program—Minnesota Vet-
erans Home—2:30 pm

May 30—Candlelight Vigil—8 pm—Rock County 
Veterans Memorial—Reception to follow

May 31—Hardwick Memorial Day Program—
10:00 am—Hardwick Area  Veterans Memorial

May 31—Luverne Memorial Day Program—10:30 
am—Maplewood Cemetery 
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   (continued from page 2—Let’s Play Ball!)

*Conservatively, these team members and fami-
lies will eat over 1500 meals during the tourna-

ment…at an average of 
$8…that will generate 
over $12,000 in food 
sales.

*Tournament goers 
spend another $20 per 
person on things like 
snacks, beverages, 
candy, ice and shopping 
downtown…spending 

an additional $4000.

*Beer and alcohol sales generate $25 per person 
or $6250.                                                         
*Motels can fill up with tournament partici-
pants…75 rooms at $50 or $3750.

Blue Mound Softball Tournament can generate 
$30,000 in Luverne with money circulating in the com-
munity 7 times for a dollar value of $210,000!

There are opportunities for you to be involved 
and see the success of this new venture mean money in 
your till!

STAY TUNED…for your Chamber to bring new 
people to our community in new and innovative pro-
grams and events!




